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INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA 


matic act that comes in two stages: de facto and 

de jure. The former is the actual recognition of the 
state unit and its government that were newly created, 
reestablished, or separated from another country; in 
other words, it is an acknowledgement of the fact that 
it happened, because such a state actually exists, re- 
gardless of how legal it and its government are. 

The second stage — de jure recognition — is a 
sign of full recognition of the state, is equivalent 
to its recognition as a subject of international law, 
and implies the legitimacy of the country’s official 
government. At the same time, international recog- 
nition has another implication: the recognition of 
independence increases the confidence of citizens 
and strengthens their loyalty to the government in 
the internal life of the state, promotes national con- 


R ecognition of a state’s independence is a diplo- 


solidation, and facilitates the consensual action of 
the public and political forces. In terms of foreign 
perspective, de jure recognition is a kind of state 
passport, visa, or carte blanche for normal rela- 
tions with other countries. Only an internationally 
recognized state is allowed to receive or send to 
another state a high-ranking diplomatic represen- 
tative, such as an ambassador. 

However, the recognition of state independence 
in the Georgian reality of 1918-1921 did not hold 
such vital importance for internal unity as the rela- 
tions of the young Georgian state with the outside 
world did. 

Considering this, one of the primary concerns for 
the newly created Democratic Republic of Georgia 
was achieving international recognition of its indepen- 
dence. Both the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and diplo- 
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matic missions of the Democratic Republic of Georgia 
established in foreign countries served this purpose. 

On the very same day of the establishment of the 
Democratic Republic of Georgia, May 26, 1918, the 
chairman of the government immediately announced 
the birth of the new Georgian state to the outside 
world. Foreign ministers in Berlin, Istanbul, Paris, 
Vienna, London, Rome, Washington, Moscow, So- 
fia, Tokyo, Bucharest, Tehran, Madrid, The Hague, 
Kiev, Stockholm, Christiania, and Copenhagen were 
sent the following telegram: “On May 26, the National 
Council of Georgia declared independence and the 
establishment of a democratic republic. | have the 
honor to report this to your Excellency and please in- 
form your government. 

Chairman of the Council of Ministers, Noe Ra- 
mishvili.”’ 

The first state that de facto recognized the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Georgia was the Kaiser's Germany. 
The document signed in Poti on May 28, 1918, en- 
titled “Temporary Agreement between Germany and 
Georgia on the Establishment of Preliminary Mutual 
Understanding,” also included actual recognition of 
the Georgian state and its government.” 

The Democratic Republic of Georgia was de fac- 
to recognized by the Ottoman Empire when, on June 
4, 1918, “the Treaty of Armistice and Friendship” was 
signed between the two countries in Batumi.’ Grigol 


‘Newspaper Sakartvelo (Georgia), 1918, May 28; see also, Hox- 
yM€HTbI UW MaTepvanbl no BHELWHeN MONUTMKe SakaBka3sbA UM 
Tpysun, Tucbnuc, 1919, c. 338. 


2 Z. Avalishvili, sakartvelos damoukidebloba 1918-1921 tslebis 
saertashoriso politikashi (Independence of Georgia in Internation- 
al Politics of 1918-1921), Tbilisi, 1925, p. 93. 

3 JoKymeHTbI MU MaTepvanbl NO BHeWHeM NonuTuKe 3akaBka3bA uv 
pysun, c. 343-360. 
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6. Arshak Jamalyan 


Rtskhiladze was sent as a representative of Georgia 
to the Ottoman Empire. 

Shortly after the declaration of state indepen- 
dence, the democratic republics of Georgia and Ar- 
menia, as well as Georgia and Azerbaijan, de facto 
recognized each other's sovereignty. After the legal 
mutual recognition between the republics of Georgia 
and Azerbaijan, Nikoloz Kartsivadze was appointed 
as the official representative of Georgia to Azerbaijan 
(he was later replaced as plenipotentiary ambassador 
by Gabriel Khundadze, who was succeeded by Grigol 
Alshibaia). The diplomatic representation of Azerbai- 
jan in Tbilisi was entrusted to Mamed Jafarov. 
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1. Viktor Tevzaia with his 
colleagues in Ukraine 


2. Bictor Tevzaia 
3. Mikhako Tsereteli 
4. Aristo Chumbadze 


On March 8, 1919, Georgia de jure recognized 
the Republic of Armenia, and, on March 24, Armenia 
also legally recognized the state sovereignty of Geor- 
gia. The duties of plenipotentiary representative of 
the Democratic Republic of Georgia in Armenia were 
fulfilled by Simon Mdivani. The Armenian diplomatic 
mission in Georgia was headed by Arshak Jamalyan.* 

In September 1918, a diplomatic mission of Geor- 
gia was also opened in Ukraine, headed by Bictor 
Tevzaia as Ambassador. The extraordinary diplomatic 
mission of Ukraine in Tbilisi was headed by |. Kra- 
sovsky. Diplomatic relations between Ukraine and the 
Democratic Republic of Georgia were officially estab- 
lished on December 5, 1918. ° 

In October 1918, the Democratic Republic of Geor- 
gia was de facto recognized by Sweden, Denmark, 
and Switzerland, which appointed their diplomatic 
representatives in Tbilisi.6 The Government of Geor- 
gia also considered it necessary to open diplomatic 
representation in the Scandinavian countries, and, 


4 0. Janelidze, sakartvelos akhali da tanamedrove istoria (A New 
and Modern History of Georgia), Tbilisi, 2009, p. 134. 

5 1. Fai-Hmxunk, “CtaHopnexue ykpanHcko-rpy3uHCKux Aunnoma- 
TUYECKMX OTHOLUEHM B YHP uu Ykpautckon flepxase (1917-1918 
rogpl)”, http:/Awww.hai-nyzhnyk.in.ua/doc/2017doc-ukraine-geor- 
gia-dyplomat-ru.php 

5 Newspaper Kide (The Rock), 1918, October 29. 
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after receiving the appropriate consent, in October 
1918, Mikhako Tsereteli arrived in Stockholm and pre- 
sented his credentials to the King of Sweden, Gustav 
V. Along with Sweden, the Georgian envoy covered 
diplomatic activities in Norway. Within a few months, 
M. Tsereteli was replaced by Aristo Chumbadze.’ 

Diplomatic relations were established between 
Georgia and Greece. In March 1919, a Georgian dip- 
lomatic mission was sent to Athens under the lead- 
ership of Alexander Mdivani.’ That August, the Greek 
delegation arrived in Georgia, headed by Dr. loannis 
Stavridakis.? Stavridakis died in Tbilisi suddenly at 
the end of 1919 and was replaced by Pericles Sce- 
pharis.'° 

The Democratic Republic of Georgia also had rep- 
resentatives in Great Britain (Davit Gambashidze), 
Belgium (Anton Zhorjoliani), Romania (Sosipatre Asa- 
tiani), Czechoslovakia (Giorgi Aiolo), and Switzerland 
(Mikheil Sumbatashvili). 

In Russia, the Bolshevik Party came to power, a 
fact opposed by the White Guard movement, precipi- 
tating a civil war. The leaders of both the Soviets and 
the White Guardians were suspicious of Georgia’s 
state independence, and for a long time did not recog- 
nize its legality. Gabriel Knundadze, head of the dip- 
lomatic mission of Georgia to the Bolshevik govern- 


7 “Diplomatic relations between the Democratic Republic of Georgia 
and the Kingdom of Sweden according to the documents stored 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Sweden” https://idfi.ge/ge/ 
diplomatic_relations_betweenthe_democratic_republic_of_geor- 
gia_and_the_kingdom_of_sweden 

8 Z. Gaiparashvili, “kartuli diplomatiis istoriis erti details dasazuste- 
blad” (To Clarify Detail of the History of Georgian Diplomacy), The 
Kartvelological Scientific Questionnaire named after Mariam Lortki- 
fanidze, Tbilisi, 2022, p. 91. https://digitallibrary.tsu.ge/book/2023/ 
Feb/articles/gaiparashvili-kartuli-diplomatiis-istoriis.pdf 


9 Newspaper Sakartvelos Respublika (Republic of Georgia), 1919, 
August 16. 


10 sakartvelos demokratiuli respublikisa da saberdznetis urtiertoba 
saberdznetis sagareo sakmeta saministros diplomatiuri da istoriu- 
li arkivis dokumentebis mikhedvit, 1919-1921 (Relations between 
the Democratic Republic of Georgia and Greece according to the 
documents of the diplomatic and historical archive of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Greece. 1919-1921), Thilisi., 2022, p. 9. 
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ment, was even put in prison by order of the Kremlin, 
and the resident mission was closed altogether." 

The most-distant-from-it legal recognition of 
Georgia’s independence belongs to the Republic of 
Argentina. On September 15, 1919, the Government 
of Argentina (President Hipdlito Yrigoyen) officially 
recognized the state independence of Georgia.'* The 
issue of sending Andria Dekanozishvili as a represen- 
tative of Georgia to Argentina was discussed, but saw 
no results. 

The issue of international recognition of the new 
states that arose as a result of the First World War had 
to be decided at the Peace Conference the victorious al- 
lied states convened in Paris at the beginning of 1919. 
To participate in the conference, the Government of the 
Democratic Republic of Georgia sent an official delega- 
tion to Paris in January 1919, under the leadership of 
Nikoloz (Karlo) Chkheidze. 

Despite the efforts of the delegation,'* as the su- 
periority of the Soviet government in Russia was yet 
to be made evident, the governments of England and 
France were in no hurry to resolve the issue of coun- 


" T. XyHgag3e, Cosperckas BnacTb vu [py3uHCKOe MOCONbCTBO B 
Poccun, Tudpnuc, 1920, c. 29; 36. 


2 National Archive of Georgia, Central Historical Archive, Fund: 
1864, ref. 2, case 46; Newspaper Sakhalkho Sakme (Public Af- 
fairs), 1919, December 2; P. Natsvlishvili, “argentina sakartvelos 
diplomatiuri mimotsera 1918-1919 tslebshi” (Argentina-Georgia 
Diplomatic Correspondence in 1918-1919), in the collection Geor- 
gian Emigration, 2012, No3, p. 19-28. 


3 OQ. Janelidze, Paris Peace Conference and the Democratic Repub- 
lic of Georgia, https://gfsis.org.ge/files/library/pdf/Eng-3404.pdf 
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tries separated from the Russian Empire, including 
Georgia. Only at the end of 1920, when it became 
clear that the White Guard movement, favored by the 
Allies, had no chance of victory, did the Paris Confer- 
ence take a course to contain Bolshevism within Rus- 
sia itself and protect it from penetrating neighboring 
countries. 

Essentially, it was due to this position that, based 
on the proposal of Lord Curzon, the Supreme Council 
of the Allied Powers de facto recognized the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Georgia on January 10, 1920. 

According to the periodical press, this good 
news spread through Tbilisi with lightning speed, 
and the streets were decorated with national flags. 
“The sound of bells rang out from the Arsenal 
mountain, a thanksgiving prayer was conducted in 
the army church.” Noe Ramishvili, Aleksandre Lom- 
tatidze, Noe Zhordania, Akaki Chkhenkeli, Valiko 
Jugeli, and others addressed with welcoming words 
the sea of people gathered near the government 
palace. Demonstrators rushed to the apartment 
of General William Haskell, the highest represen- 
tative of the Entente, to express their gratitude. A 
festive performance was held in the Opera House. 
“Abesalom and Eteri” was presented. At night, the 
whole city was lit up, and firecrackers were fired 
from Arsenal mountain. The newspaper Sakartvelo 
published “Flying Notes” and congratulated the res- 
idents of the provinces on the occasion with special 
telegrams." 


4 Newspaper Sakartvelo, 1920, January 13. 
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According to the newspaper Ertoba (Unity), “Tbilisi 
has seen many joys, experienced many bitter days, 
but this day is unique, unlike any seen or heard. ...a 
forest of flags suddenly rose on Rustaveli Avenue. 
The cool breeze was gently shaking this red forest, 
and the forest, with the same breeze, was carrying the 
joy of the nation, the love of the nation.” 

Oliver Wardrop, the British High Commissioner to 
the South Caucasus, left an important description of 
the de facto recognition of Georgia’s independence 
in Tbilisi, being the first to share this significant news 
with the government. In Wardrop’s words: “The recog- 
nition caused great patriotic demonstrations in Tbili- 
si. Within an hour of the announcement, the city was 
flooded with flags, traffic stopped, shops and factories 
were closed. The whole garrison, with cavalry and ar- 
tillery, marched to my house to greet me. Then the 
Prime Minister and | attended a parade near the Gov- 
ernment Palace. ...The Prime Minister and the For- 
eign Minister delivered strongly patriotic, anti-Bolshe- 
vik, and pro-British speeches in front of a huge crowd. 
| received endless cheers from the crowd throughout 
the day, and they carried me on their shoulders to my 
car. The town was illuminated, and a great pro-British 


‘5 Newspaper Ertoba (Unity), 1920, January 14. 


International Recognition of the 


Democratic Republic of Georgi aapeheet 


1. Noe Jordania 

2. Akaki Chkenkeli 

3. Aleksandre Lomtatidze 
4. Valiko Jugheli 

5. William Haskell 

6. Oliver Wardrop 


: _ an ——-— 
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demonstration was held at the Opera House, followed 
by a banquet from 11 p.m. to 4 a.m., where many 
pro-British speeches were made...”"® 

Maro Makashvili, an eyewitness to the Indepen- 
dence Day celebration, wrote in her diary: “The ex- 
pectations of the Georgian nation have been realized. 
..it was an exalting day. A smile was on everyone's 
face, they congratulated each other, kissed each oth- 
er. Many tears of joy were shed that day. | had goose- 
bumps with every spoken word and the sound of the 
music. Nobody stayed at home then, and | think it was 
even impossible not to be outside.””” 

The festive events marking the de facto recogni- 
tion of Georgia’s independence by the great Euro- 
pean powers were culminated by an extraordinary 
ceremonial session of the Constituent Assembly, held 
on January 14, 1920. At the meeting, the Chairman 
of the Government, Noe Zhordania, congratulated the 
citizens on the international recognition, and noted 
that the Western countries “in friendship shook our 
extended hand and took on the mantle of godfather to 
this newly born state.” Zhordania emphasized Geor- 


‘6 Sir Oliver Wardrop - 150. Edited by Beka Kobakhidze (PhD in 
History), Tbilisi, 2015, p. 18. 


‘7M. Makashvili, dghiuri (Diary), Tbilisi, 2014, p. 139. 
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1. The speech delivered at the Constituent Assembly by the Chairman of the 
Government, Noe Zhordania, dedicated to the de facto recognition of the 
Democratic Republic of Georgia, January 14, 1920. 2. Leo Shengelaia 

3. Giorgi Gvazava 4. Grigol Veshapeli 5. Garegin Ter-Stefanyan 


gia’s natural connection with Europe and added, “Cit- 
izens! Allow me to congratulate you, to congratulate 
the people of Georgia for entering the international 
family with a raised flag and taking your place next 
to the people of Europe. From now on, the Georgian 
nation is accepted by the great nations as an equal 
among equals. Our present life and future are closely 
and directly intertwined with the West, and no amount 
of effort is capable of severing this connection.” 

Leaders of various factions, Akaki Chkhenke- 
li (Social-Democratic Party), Leo Shengelaia (SR 
Party), Giorgi Gvazava (National-Democratic Party), 
Grigol Veshapeli (Nationalist Party), and Garegin 
Ter-Stefanyan (Dashnaktsutiun), delivered celebra- 
tory speeches. 

Tbilisi City Council also held a celebratory ses- 
sion, attended by the Catholicos-Patriarch of Georgia 
Leonide and the representatives of foreign diplomatic 
missions. To mark this memorable day for Georgia, 
the government issued an amnesty, and hundreds of 
prisoners were released from prison, or had their sen- 
tences commuted. 


‘8 sakartvelos dampudznebeli kreba, skhdomis okmebi (Constituent 
Assembly of Georgia Records of the Session), Vol. V, January 14 
- March 16, 1920, Tbilisi, 2019, p. 8. 
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Japan in February 1920, Poland in March, and 
Belgium in August followed suit and joined the Allies 
in the decision to de facto recognise the Democratic 
Republic of Georgia. The Polish government sent a 
diplomatic mission to Georgia headed by Titus Filipo- 
vich, and Giorgi Sidamon-Eristavi was appointed as 
the plenipotentiary representative of Georgia in the 
Republic of Poland (also responsible for maintaining 
diplomatic relations with Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania, 
and Finland)."? Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Finland, 
Norway, the Netherlands, Czechoslovakia, Spain, 
and Persia opened their consulates in the Democratic 
Republic of Georgia. 

The Kingdom of Italy appointed Colonel Melchiade 
Gabba as the head of its political agency in the Dem- 
ocratic Republic of Georgia, and Francesco Franzoni 
as the consul. 

On May 7, 1920, by virtue of the treaty signed in 
Moscow between Soviet Russia and the Democrat- 
ic Republic of Georgia, the state independence of 
Georgia was recognized by the Russian Soviet Fed- 
erative Socialist Republic. The countries exchanged 


18 0. Janelidze, “Democratic Republic of Georgia and Poland”, 
https://gfsis.org.ge/files/library/pdf/Eng-3288. pdf 
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(Akhmeteli) 


diplomatic representatives: Gerasime Makharadze, a 
member of the Constituent Assembly of Georgia, was 
appointed ambassador to Soviet Russia, and Sergei 
Kirov, a well-known Bolshevik, was sent to Tbilisi (re- 
placed by Aron Sheinman in October 1920). The rec- 
ognition of the political freedom of the former colony 
by the metropolis helped increase international confi- 
dence in the sovereignty of the Democratic Republic 
of Georgia. 

In August 1920, the German (Weimar Repub- 
lic) government established its diplomatic repre- 
sentation in Tbilisi, headed by Ernst von Druffel. A 
month later, Germany de jure recognized the state 
independence of Georgia. Soon, the Embassy of 
Germany was established in Tbilisi and Dr. Ulrich 
Rauscher was appointed as Ambassador. The Em- 
bassy of the Democratic Republic of Georgia was 
also opened in Germany. The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs selected Vladimir Akhmetelashvili (Akhme- 
teli), a prominent member of the Social Democratic 
Party, as the extraordinary and plenipotentiary Am- 
bassador. 

The visit of a delegation of European socialists to 
Tbilisi in September 1920 was of some importance for 
the recognition of Georgia's state independence. The 
15-person delegation included the leaders and prom- 
inent representatives of the II International, namely: 
Karl Kautsky, Emil Vandervelde, Ramsey MacDonald, 
Pierre Renaudel, and others. The guests explored 
Georgia’s past, culture, traditions, achievements, and 
challenges in reconstructing the state. 
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This visit was not only a demonstration of support 
for the ruling political force in Georgia — the Social 
Democrats — but was also a demonstration of the 
West’s support for the country as a whole.”° Geor- 
gian intellectuals also felt this. Renowned writer 
Grigol Robakidze warmly welcomed the European 
guests, whom he addressed with impressive words: 
“Esteemed guests! ...for two thousand years, Geor- 
gians ...were waiting for you: the chosen children of 
the West. ...scattered in the East, we always aspired 
towards the West. Every corner of our history is filled 
with this desire; ...Today we met each other, and from 
now on, with this meeting, a new chapter of Georgian 
history will begin.”2" 

Returning to their homeland, the European social- 
ists rendered a certain service to the Georgian state, 
raised their voices to protect Its rights, and demanded 
legal recognition of the Democratic Republic of Geor- 
gia from the governments and parliaments of their 
countries.” 

Based on his visit, German theoretician of Marx- 
ism and leader of the Second Socialist International, 
Karl Kautsky, published a noteworthy work in 1921 


20 The Visit of European Socialists to Georgia, |, compilers of the col- 
lection: Salome Chanturidze, Ketevan Kusikashvili, Zurab Gaipar- 
ashvili, Tbilisi, 2020, p. 16. 

21 https://poetry.ge/poets/grigol-robakidze/publication/14-grigol-rob- 
aqidzis-sitkva-evropis-socialistur-delegacias-mweralta-saxelit 

22 The Visit of European Socialists to Georgia, |, p. 11; 24. 
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under the title: Georgia: A Social-Democratic Peasant 
Republic — Impressions and Observations.” 

The only big state that refrained from recogniz- 
ing Georgia's statehood was the United States of 
America, which for some time supported the idea 
of Russian unity. This is officially emphasized in 
the statement of the US administration published 
in the New York Times on February 9, 1920,%* and 
also in another document released on August 10, 
1920, in which US Secretary of State Bainbridge 
Colby answered the Italian government's question 
on how the American authorities evaluated the de- 
teriorated Russo-Polish relationship. In addition to 
Poland, Colby’s note referred to other political enti- 
ties formed within the framework of the former Rus- 
sian Empire, including the countries of the South 
Caucasus, and stated: The USA does not approve 
of the decision of the Supreme Council of Paris on 


23K. Kautsky, Georgia: A Social-Democratic Peasant Republic — Im- 
pressions and Observations, https://www.marxists.org/archive/ 
kautsky/1921/georgia/ 


24 Russian-American Relations, March, 1917 - March, 1920, Docu- 
ments and Papers, New York, 1930, p. 354. 
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the recognition of the so-called republics —- Georgia 
and Azerbaijan. While supporting the idea of Rus- 
sia’s integrity, the US administration questioned 
the legality of Georgia’s desire for political inde- 
pendence and recognized only the independence 
of Finland, Poland, and Armenia.”° 

Colby’s aforementioned note caused discontent 
in Georgian society and political circles, discontent 
which was openly expressed both from the tribune 
of the Constituent Assembly and in the periodical 
press.”° Evgeny Gegechkori, Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs of Georgia, who was visiting Italy, expressed 
his protest in an interview given to the Rome news- 
paper Tribune, and the official delegation of Geor- 
gia to the Paris Conference expressed its protest in 


25 V. Tabagua, “sakartvelos sakitkhi amerikis sheertebuli shtatebis 
politikashi 1917-1921 tslebshi” (The Issue of Georgia in the Pol- 
itics of the United States of America in 1917-1920), in the collec- 
tion - Georgia’s Relations with European and American Countries, 
Vol. |, Tbilisi, 1994, p. 299-305. 


26 Sakartvelos dampudznebeli kreba, skhdomis okmebi (Constitu- 
ent Assembly of Georgia, Records of the Session), Vol. VII, July 
9, 1920 - December 31, Thilisi, 2019, p. 441-447; Newspaper 
Sakhalkho Sakme, 1920, October 16. 
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a memorandum to the US Ambassador to France, 
Hugh Campbell Wallace.?’ 

The negative attitude of the United States of 
America hindered the international recognition of the 
Georgian state, but it was no longer an insurmount- 
able obstacle.” 

The Government of Georgia never slowed its work 
to strengthen the country’s independence. In the au- 
tumn of 1920, Minister Gegechkori left for Europe. He 
met the heads of the Italian and French governments 
in Rome and Paris and had a conversation with his 
British colleague in London, among others. The visits 
were successful. The allied states promised to sup- 
port Georgia. 

In November 1920, the Kemal Pasha Government 
of Angora (Ankara) established diplomatic relations 
with the Democratic Republic of Georgia,?? whose 
diplomatic representation in Georgia was assigned 
to General Kiazim Bey, while Simon Mdivani was ap- 
pointed as the Georgian Ambassador in Angora. 

On January 27, 1921, following France’s sugges- 
tion, the Supreme Council of the Allied States, after 
several days of deliberation, made a decision on the 


27 N. Kirtadze, evropa da damoukidebeli sakartvelo (Europe and In- 
dependent Georgia), Kutaisi, 1999, p. 110-111. 

8 0. Janelidze, sakartvelos demokratiuli respublikis istoriis 
narkvevebi (Essays on the History of the Democratic Republic of 
Georgia), Tbilisi, 2018, p. 268. 

29 Newspaper Sakartvelo, 1920, November 30. 
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de jure recognition of Georgia’s independence. On 
the same day, the Chairman of the Paris Conference, 
French Prime Minister Aristide Briand, officially in- 
formed Evgeny Gegechkori of the development. The 
letter notes: 

“Mr. Minister, 

Taking into account the decision of the Supreme 
Council dated January 26, which decided to recog- 
nize Georgia’s independence de jure as soon as the 
country officially declared its desire, you officially 
addressed me with the desire of the government and 
people of Georgia to be recognized de jure by the al- 
lied states. 

| reported your letter to the conference. It has 
made a unanimous decision on the de jure recognition 
of the Government of Georgia. 

The Allied Powers are happy to reaffirm the deep 
sympathy with which we have watched the efforts of 
the Georgian people to acquire independence, and 
our admiration for the successes already achieved.”*° 

On January 27, 1921, the sovereignty of the Dem- 
ocratic Republic of Georgia was legally recognized 
by: France, England, Italy, Japan, and Belgium. On 
January 28, Poland joined them. Austria, Romania, 
and Luxembourg made a similar decision a few days 
later, in February 1921. 

The first reports related to the de jure recogni- 
tion of Georgia appeared in Georgian newspapers 
on January 29, 1921. The information was short and 
succinct: “On Wednesday, January 26, in the evening, 
the Allied Conference decided to agree on the legal 
recognition of Estonia and Latvia. ... the conference 
agreed to recognize Georgia if the latter expressed a 
relevant desire.”*" 

On January 30, the Georgian periodical press 
published the following information from various news 
agencies: “Lyon, January 28. According to the reso- 
lutions of the conference — to recognize Georgia if it 
submits an appropriate formal request to that end, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia addressed the 
Supreme Council with an official request to recognize 
the Republic of Georgia.”* 

Gradually, the information became more detailed. 
It was noted that “the issue of Georgia's recognition 
was discussed for the first time on January 24. The 
issue was discussed at the meeting of the prime min- 
isters and foreign ministers of the allied states. The 
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recognition of Georgia was decided on the 26th. The 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia, Gegechkori, 
who has continued to act in this direction for the last 
three months, immediately submitted an official state- 
ment on the recognition of Georgia.” 

Due to the legal recognition of Georgia, a large 
celebration was held in Tbilisi on February 6. The city 
was decorated with flowers, posters, and national and 
revolutionary red flags. The army, guards, workers, 
students, and pupils lined up from the university to 
Freedom Square. A special stage was erected in front 
of the palace, and a military parade was organized. 
The soldiers of the cadet school and the first battalion 
of the regular army made a special impression on the 
audience. At the meeting held after the parade, Noe 
Zhordania, Aleksandre Lomtatidze, Valiko Jugheli, 
Razden Arsenidze, Noe Ramishvili, and Grigol Lort- 
kiphanidze addressed the population. Representa- 
tives of foreign states attended the celebration. In the 
evening, festive performances were held in the the- 
aters of the capital. 

In January 1921, in relation to the de jure recog- 
nition of Georgia’s independence by the leading Eu- 
ropean states, on behalf of Tbilisi State University, 
vane Javakhishvili sent a congratulatory letter to the 
presidium of the founding assembly. The letter read: 
“At its first session after the legal recognition of Geor- 
gia’s independence, the TSU Council of Professors 
enthusiastically congratulates the Founding Assembly 
and the entire nation on a brilliant victory.“ 

“From now on, a solid and unshakable founda- 
tion is laid for Georgian scientific creativity, and the 
Council of Professors of the first national higher 
education school considers it a pleasant duty to de- 
vote all its efforts to the strengthening of Georgian 
science, the intellectual advancement of the nation, 
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and cultural revival. Hail the Georgian nation and its 
representative.”% 

The congratulation letter sent on the same day 
by lvane Javakhishvili to the chairman of the govern- 
ment reads: “At its first meeting after the restoration 
of Georgia's independence, the Council of Professors 
of Tbilisi State University fervently congratulates the 
Government of the Republic on the brilliant execution 
of the precious and cherished cause and is ready to 
stand guard for the progress of the intellectual life of 
Georgia with doubled energy and tireless effort. Long 
live the Government of the Republic, the Georgian na- 
tion, and its cultural future.”** 

After the legal recognition of the Democratic Re- 
public of Georgia by Italy, the political representation 
of Italy in Tbilisi was transformed into the Italian Em- 
bassy (Ambassador, Plenipotentiary Minister Vittorio 
Cerruti).°’” The Democratic Republic of Georgia ap- 
pointed Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Konstan- 
tine Sabakhtarashvili as special envoy to Italy, who 
was later replaced by Giorgi Machabeli as the first 
secretary of the embassy. 

While celebrating the international recognition of 
the Democratic Republic of Georgia, the French High 
Commissioner in the South Caucasus, Abel Cheva- 
lier, noted: “In the past, Georgia has repeatedly saved 
Europe from enemy attacks. It is my sincere wish that 
Europe should assist Georgia in its efforts to safe- 
guard its independence.” Just one week after these 
words were uttered, Georgia was indeed in need of 
European support, but, unfortunately, the country, left 
to face Soviet Russia alone, did not receive this help. 
Defeated in an unequal battle, the free Georgian state 
ceased to exist. 

Though the process of recognizing the Democratic 
Republic of Georgia did not stop there, some states in 
Asia, Africa, and Central and North America followed 
suit. In March 1921, the decision to recognize the First 
Republic of Georgia was made by the republics of 
Haiti and Liberia; in April of the same year, by Mexico; 
in August, by Panama; and in November, by the King- 
dom of Siam (now the Kingdom of Thailand). 
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